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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 

 
In re the Appeal of: 
 
MELINA LIN,  
 

Appellant, 
v. 
 
CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, 
 

Respondent. 
 

 No.  APL25-006 
 
DECLARATION OF C-N-I Locates Ltd. 

 

 
DECLARATION OF C-N-I LOCATES LTD 

C-N-I Locates Ltd. declares as follows: 

1. C-N-I Locates Ltd. is a private utility locating company with over twenty (20) years of 
experience providing professional utility locating services throughout Washington State. 
Our company employs highly experienced, trained, and field-qualified utility locating 
technicians who perform work in accordance with generally accepted industry standards 
and best practices. 

2. On February 19, 2026, C-N-I Locates Ltd. was hired by Melina Lin to perform private 
utility locating services related to a waterline leak and utilities easement associated with 
the property located at 8636 N Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 (the “Property”). 
The scope of work was limited to attempting to locate the private water service serving 
the neighboring property at 8630 N Mercer Way, using non-invasive locating methods 
available at the time of service. 

3. As part of the locating process, a licensed plumber or maintenance professional retained 
by the client exposed the water service at the property-side of the water meter and 
inserted a clean steel fish tape into the water line. C-N-I Locates Ltd. applied an 
electromagnetic signal to the fish tape and used industry-standard locating equipment to 
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trace the inserted conductor. Using this method, C-N-I Locates Ltd. marked the 
detectable portion of the water service on the ground surface. 

4. The detectable signal from the inserted fish tape diminished at approximately 215 feet 
from the point of insertion, near the end of the asphalt driveway. Markings were limited 
to the extent of detectable signal strength and do not represent a guarantee of the 
complete or continuous location of the water service beyond that point. 

5. Photographs taken during the February 19, 2026 site visit document surface markings, 
site conditions, and observable features within the work area, including portions of 
retaining walls located within or near the utilities easement. These retaining wall 
structures may impact future access, maintenance, or replacement of subsurface utilities 
beneath them. See Exhibit 1 for photos taken at the job site on February 19, 2026; and 
Exhibit 2 the waterline marked on a Survey map. 

6. C-N-I Locates Ltd. previously performed similar private utility locating services at this 
location on November 1, 2021. The scope and general observations from the 2021 work 
are consistent with the findings observed during the February 19, 2026 site visit. An 
invoice documenting the 2021 services is available as part of the project records. See 
Exhibit 3 for invoice for 2021 work. 

7. All services provided by C-N-I Locates Ltd. are subject to the company’s standard 
disclaimers, limitations, and terms and conditions, which are incorporated herein by 
reference. These documents are available at: 
• https://cnilocates.com/disclaimer/ • https://cnilocates.com/terms-and-conditions-for-
services/ and were also provided to the client via email upon completion of services. 

8. This declaration is provided on behalf of C-N-I Locates Ltd. and reflects the company’s 
work, observations, and professional opinions based solely on the scope of services 
performed. C-N-I Locates Ltd. makes no representations beyond the limitations inherent 
to private utility locating and the conditions present at the time of service. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Dated this ___day of February, 2026, at __________________________________, Washington. 

C-N-I LOCATES LTD 

By: ________________________________ Authorized Representative C-N-I Locates Ltd. 

By: ________________________________ Onsite Technician C-N-I Locates Ltd. 
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